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FIDE CHOOSES GIBRALTAR TO ANNOUNCE CHANGES 

TO WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP CYCLE 

 

CAPTION: FIDE’s Director General Emil Sutovsky interviewed on the Gibraltar International Chess Festival website. 

FIDE is set to regain control over the World Championship and team up with World Chess for the 

successful Grand Prix series. 

This was exclusively revealed on the Gibraltar International Chess Festival website by FIDE’s Director 

General Emil Sutovsky. 

The new agreement signed by both parties means all championships including the world 

championships will now be under the direct control of FIDE.  

World Chess will as from now conduct its Grand Prix series in collaboration with FIDE through to 

2021.  

Emil Sutovsky a big supporter of this festival, a world class Grand Master and a previous winner in 

Gibraltar, in an interview with Tania Sachdev said the Gibraltar International Chess Festival deserved 

this announcement be made in Gibraltar at the 2019 event. 



“FIDE will be in charge of all these events regaining the control but the most important part is that 

the World Championship, the pinnacle of all chess activity and the event that everybody follows FIDE 

will be in full charge, in control and responsible, ” he said.  

This is the first time Emil Sutovsky is not playing in the Gibraltar Masters since 2005. 

Not playing and entering the playing area this week felt kind of strange, he admitted.  

“It was always one of the most successful places as a player. It is indeed a special place for me.” 

2005 was the year he won the Gibraltar Masters (shared win) and he firmly believes it has been able 

to retain its atmosphere of a big festival over the years having been voted the best open tournament 

in the world several times.  

“It is still a unique tournament and retains its strength and is still the first choice for players every 

year,” he added.   

 

ENDS - 

Alice Mascarenhas, John Saunders and Leontxo Garcia and David Llada, Gibraltar International Chess 

Festival Press Officers and Photographers. Steve Connor, Webmaster.  
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You can find video interviews and other source material from the days round available to embed 

from YouTube Channel :https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa1RTZ95_wMc5dbzI8ugTEQ 

All Gibraltar International Chess Festival reports are also on our Facebook page. Follow us on 

Twitter @GibraltarChess #GibChess @Stuthefox with Stuart Conquest 
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